Tumors and malformations of the caudal spinal axis.
The early development of the neural tube has been well studied in animals and humans. After axial determinants have been accomplished the processes of primary and secondary neurulation take place. Successful completion results in a spinal cord that has arisen from primary neurulation and a lower sacro-coccygeal portion from secondary neurulation. The latter region is the site of numerous skin-covered clinical lesions, which include tumors and malformations. A listing of selected features in 764 cases of skin-covered sacrococcygeal lesions is presented. The manner in which these lesions arise and the potential for genetic factors being responsible is discussed.